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S. 2746 

At the request of Mr. BROWN, the 
name of the Senator from Vermont 
(Mr. LEAHY) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 2746, a bill to amend the Public 
Health Service Act to improve the 
health of children and help better un-
derstand and enhance awareness about 
unexpected sudden death in early life. 

S. 2758 
At the request of Mr. TESTER, the 

name of the Senator from Ohio (Mr. 
BROWN) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
2758, a bill to authorize the Secretary 
of the Air Force to modernize C–130 air-
craft using alternative communication, 
navigation, surveillance, and air traffic 
management program kits and to en-
sure that such aircraft meet applicable 
regulations of the Federal Aviation Ad-
ministration. 

S. 2782 
At the request of Mr. SANDERS, the 

names of the Senator from Tennessee 
(Mr. ALEXANDER), the Senator from 
Ohio (Mr. BROWN), the Senator from 
Delaware (Mr. CARPER), the Senator 
from Maine (Ms. COLLINS), the Senator 
from Illinois (Mr. DURBIN), the Senator 
from Minnesota (Mr. FRANKEN), the 
Senator from New York (Mrs. GILLI-
BRAND), the Senator from New Mexico 
(Mr. HEINRICH), the Senator from South 
Dakota (Mr. JOHNSON), the Senator 
from Minnesota (Ms. KLOBUCHAR), the 
Senator from Connecticut (Mr. MUR-
PHY), the Senator from Utah (Mr. LEE) 
and the Senator from Missouri (Mr. 
BLUNT) were added as cosponsors of S. 
2782, a bill to amend title 36, United 
States Code, to improve the Federal 
charter for the Veterans of Foreign 
Wars of the United States, and for 
other purposes. 

S. 2793 
At the request of Mr. SCHUMER, the 

names of the Senator from New Jersey 
(Mr. BOOKER), the Senator from Ohio 
(Mr. BROWN), the Senator from West 
Virginia (Mr. ROCKEFELLER), the Sen-
ator from North Carolina (Mrs. HAGAN) 
and the Senator from New Jersey (Mr. 
MENENDEZ) were added as cosponsors of 
S. 2793, a bill to authorize the award of 
the Medal of Honor to Henry Johnson. 

S. 2809 
At the request of Mr. JOHANNS, the 

name of the Senator from Idaho (Mr. 
RISCH) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
2809, a bill to require the Environ-
mental Protection Agency to obtain a 
court order to garnish wages to pay a 
nontax debt. 

S. 2814 
At the request of Mr. ALEXANDER, the 

names of the Senator from Wyoming 
(Mr. ENZI) and the Senator from Geor-
gia (Mr. ISAKSON) were added as co-
sponsors of S. 2814, a bill to amend the 
National Labor Relations Act to re-
form the National Labor Relations 
Board, the Office of the General Coun-
sel, and the process for appellate re-
view, and for other purposes. 

S. RES. 353 
At the request of Mr. MARKEY, the 

name of the Senator from Delaware 

(Mr. COONS) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. Res. 353, a resolution designating 
September 2014 as ‘‘National Brain An-
eurysm Awareness Month’’. 

S. RES. 529 

At the request of Mr. TOOMEY, the 
name of the Senator from Pennsyl-
vania (Mr. CASEY) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. Res. 529, a resolution rec-
ognizing the 100th anniversary of the 
Veterans of Foreign Wars of the United 
States and commending its members 
for their courage and sacrifice in serv-
ice to the United States. 

S. RES. 530 

At the request of Mr. PORTMAN, the 
names of the Senator from Kansas (Mr. 
ROBERTS) and the Senator from North 
Carolina (Mr. BURR) were added as co-
sponsors of S. Res. 530, a resolution ex-
pressing the sense of the Senate on the 
current situation in Iraq and the ur-
gent need to protect religious minori-
ties from persecution from the Sunni 
Islamist insurgent and terrorist group 
the Islamic State, formerly known as 
the Islamic State of Iraq and the Le-
vant (ISIL), as it expands its control 
over areas in northwestern Iraq. 

S. RES. 541 

At the request of Mr. COONS, the 
name of the Senator from Florida (Mr. 
RUBIO) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
Res. 541, a resolution recognizing the 
severe threat that the Ebola outbreak 
in West Africa poses to populations, 
governments, and economies across Af-
rica and, if not properly contained, to 
regions across the globe, and express-
ing support for those affected by this 
epidemic. 

S. RES. 543 

At the request of Mr. ENZI, the names 
of the Senator from New York (Mrs. 
GILLIBRAND) and the Senator from New 
York (Mr. SCHUMER) were added as co-
sponsors of S. Res. 543, a resolution 
designating November 1, 2014, as Na-
tional Bison Day. 

S. RES. 545 

At the request of Mr. MENENDEZ, the 
names of the Senator from Illinois (Mr. 
DURBIN), the Senator from Virginia 
(Mr. KAINE), the Senator from Mary-
land (Mr. CARDIN), the Senator from 
Ohio (Mr. BROWN) and the Senator from 
Nevada (Mr. HELLER) were added as co-
sponsors of S. Res. 545, a resolution 
recognizing Hispanic Heritage Month 
and celebrating the heritage and cul-
ture of Latinos in the United States 
and the immense contributions of 
Latinos to the United States. 

S. RES. 546 

At the request of Mr. WHITEHOUSE, 
the name of the Senator from New Jer-
sey (Mr. MENENDEZ) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. Res. 546, a resolution con-
gratulating Indonesia’s President-elect 
Joko Widodo on his electoral victory 
and commending the people of Indo-
nesia on their commitment to democ-
racy and free and fair elections. 

S. RES. 548 

At the request of Ms. CANTWELL, the 
name of the Senator from Oregon (Mr. 

MERKLEY) was added as a cosponsor of 
S. Res. 548, a resolution designating 
November 29, 2014, as ‘‘Small Business 
Saturday’’ and supporting efforts to in-
crease awareness of the value of locally 
owned small businesses. 

AMENDMENT NO. 3420 
At the request of Mr. WALSH, the 

name of the Senator from Alaska (Ms. 
MURKOWSKI) was added as a cosponsor 
of amendment No. 3420 intended to be 
proposed to S. 2410, an original bill to 
authorize appropriations for fiscal year 
2015 for military activities of the De-
partment of Defense, for military con-
struction, and for defense activities of 
the Department of Energy, to prescribe 
military personnel strengths for such 
fiscal year, and for other purposes. 

AMENDMENT NO. 3744 
At the request of Ms. KLOBUCHAR, the 

name of the Senator from New Hamp-
shire (Ms. AYOTTE) was added as a co-
sponsor of amendment No. 3744 in-
tended to be proposed to S. 2410, an 
original bill to authorize appropria-
tions for fiscal year 2015 for military 
activities of the Department of De-
fense, for military construction, and 
for defense activities of the Depart-
ment of Energy, to prescribe military 
personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes. 

f 

STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED 
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS 

By Mr. BOOKER: 
S. 2850. A bill to amend the Small 

Business Act to create a program to 
provide funding for organizations that 
support startup businesses in forma-
tion and early growth stages by pro-
viding entrepreneurs with resources 
and services to produce viable busi-
nesses, and for other purposes; to the 
Committee on Small Business and En-
trepreneurship. 

Mr. BOOKER. Mr. President, I rise 
today to introduce the Startup Oppor-
tunity Accelerator Act or SOAR Act, 
which provides funding for accelerator 
programs and organizations that sup-
port small business startups. 

The importance of small businesses 
to the economy and job creation is well 
documented. In fact, data has shown 
the innovative, smallest companies 
represent a significant majority of all 
new businesses, reaffirming the impor-
tance of young, small firms to driving 
small business and economic growth. 

To be sure, we see the impact of 
these high growth startups daily in the 
technology we rely on for communica-
tion and access to information. Many 
of the startups developing these inno-
vative technologies have thrived in re-
gions, such as Silicon Valley and Sil-
icon Alley, where there are high con-
centrations of other entrepreneurs and 
startups. Specifically, these regions 
have benefited from the presence of 
growth accelerators and other organi-
zations that connect startups with the 
resources necessary for growth. These 
resources can provide critical opportu-
nities for entrepreneurs to access the 
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venture capital, mentorship, and indus-
try networks vital to success. 

That is why I am introducing the 
SOAR Act. The SOAR Act would au-
thorize the Small Business Administra-
tion’s SBA, Growth Accelerator Fund, 
which offers funding to growth accel-
erators and other organizations sup-
porting startups through a competitive 
prize program. The SOAR Act would 
broaden the reach of these organiza-
tions to new communities by specifi-
cally encouraging applicants that fill 
both geographic and demographic gaps 
in the entrepreneurial ecosystem. 

After launching in the spring of 2014, 
the SBA saw tremendous interest in 
the Fund and received more than 800 
applications from organizations across 
the country. The SBA was able to 
grant awards to 50 organizations, in-
cluding a New Jersey-based innovation 
center that plans to develop a new 
growth accelerator focused on the food 
industry. 

The SOAR Act will authorize the 
Growth Accelerator Fund for 5 years 
and provide a needed funding boost to 
help meet high demand from small 
businesses and entrepreneurs in the 
program. 

I am proud to introduce this legisla-
tion that provides increased resources 
to help startups succeed. This rel-
atively small, targeted investment 
would deliver big returns for commu-
nities across the country, and I look 
forward to working with my colleagues 
to pass this legislation. 

By Mr. WHITEHOUSE (for him-
self, Mr. PORTMAN, Ms. KLO-
BUCHAR, Ms. AYOTTE, and Mr. 
LEAHY): 

S. 2839. A bill to authorize the Attor-
ney General to award grants to address 
the national epidemics of prescription 
opioid abuse and heroin use; to the 
Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. PORTMAN. Mr. President, I rise 
today to join my colleague from Rhode 
Island to talk a little bit about a very 
important piece of legislation we are 
introducing. It is called the Com-
prehensive Addiction and Recovery Act 
of 2014. I think it is fair to say that 
Senator WHITEHOUSE from Rhode Is-
land and I do not agree on everything 
in this body that comes up—all the pol-
icy issues. But on this one we agree 
that it is necessary to develop and im-
plement a comprehensive strategy to 
deal with this heroin epidemic that is 
sweeping across our country. 

He has been an unwavering ally in 
trying to find common ground on this 
legislation. I appreciate him. Again, I 
think this is an area where we can find 
common ground on both sides of the 
aisle and both sides of the Capitol to 
move legislation forward that can help 
to deal with this growing issue in our 
States. 

I do not think we can afford to wait. 
Every day, unfortunately, the number 
of people who die from heroin 
overdoses grows. Every day more 
mothers and fathers, brothers and sis-

ters, sons and daughters are lost to this 
horrible scourge. By the time this year 
is out, I am told that more than 19,000 
Ohioans will have overdosed on heroin 
or other opiates. The deaths from her-
oin overdoses this year will be the No. 
1 cause of death in the State of Ohio, 
exceeding traffic accidents. 

Elected officials around the country, 
medical professionals, and grass roots 
volunteers are dealing with this issue. 
They are fighting back. They are doing 
everything in their power to try to 
save lives and to try to stem this epi-
demic. But they need help. The chal-
lenge we all face is serious. To address 
it we need a comprehensive effort, mar-
shaling the resources of communities, 
grass roots organizations, local, State, 
and, yes, the Federal Government. 
That is where we come in here, in the 
Congress. 

I think only together can we make 
progress here and prevent new victims 
from falling into the grips of addiction. 
Only together can we help those who 
are already struggling with heroin to 
rebuild their lives. I think this bipar-
tisan legislation we have introduced 
today is the important first step in 
that. It lays out a broad spectrum re-
sponse to the epidemic of heroin and 
opiate addiction. 

It starts with prevention and edu-
cation. Why? Because we know that ap-
proach can work. Obviously, it is the 
most effective way to deal with this, to 
keep you from getting into the addic-
tion in the first place. Nearly 20 years 
ago I joined with leaders around south-
west Ohio to form what is called the 
Coalition for a Drug Free Greater Cin-
cinnati. I was here in the Congress on 
the House side. A constituent came to 
me and said her son had just died from 
an overdose of smoking marijuana and 
huffing gasoline. I was ready for her. I 
had all the statistics as to what we 
were doing at the Federal level in 
terms of eradicating crops in places 
like Colombia, interdicting drugs, pros-
ecuting people, trying to stop the flow 
of drugs into this country. 

She kind of looked at me and said: 
How is that going to help me and my 
community? How would that have 
helped my kid? How does that help me 
deal with our church, where people are 
in denial and will not even talk about 
it, or our school, where the principal 
said: It is not a problem here. 

So we came up with this notion of 
these community coalitions. There 
were a few around the country, and 
they seemed to be working. Ours in 
greater Cincinnati has worked well. It 
is still working well. By working to-
gether with grass roots organizations 
across the spectrum—teachers and par-
ents, law enforcement, religious lead-
ers, the media, business—we pulled to-
gether a group. That coalition led to 
this greater effort that we started in 
the House, and there is legislation that 
I authored called the Drug-Free Com-
munities Act, which has now provided 
funding, by the way, and therefore 
helped to create thousands of other 

community coalitions. It has provided 
funding to over 2,000 community coali-
tions around the country. There are 
now about 5,000, I think, around the 
country. Those have worked. But they 
are not adequate to deal with this her-
oin epidemic. 

But we start there. We start with 
this notion that there is a way, 
through a grass roots program, for 
more focus on prevention and edu-
cation to be able to help stem this 
growing problem; that is, stopping ad-
diction before it even starts. That, of 
course, again, is the most effective 
way. It saves money, saves lives. We 
also, though, have to do more to 
incentivize new innovative treatment 
programs for those who have become 
addicted to try to break the cycle and 
break the addiction. 

We do that in this legislation by en-
couraging diversion programs like drug 
courts that provide treatment alter-
natives to incarceration. We do it by 
funding evidence-based heroin treat-
ment pilot programs. There are some 
exciting new medications out there 
that we think are worth a try, includ-
ing some new medications that actu-
ally block the urge, the craving. We are 
funding evidence-based treatment pro-
grams, but at the same time encour-
aging the use of emergency medica-
tions to stop overdoses. 

This is something we have seen in all 
of our States. It expands the avail-
ability of Naloxone, which is an over-
dose inhibitor that the law enforce-
ment agencies and other first respond-
ers have access to in order to be able to 
keep people not from overdosing— 
which is happening—but from dying 
from that overdose. 

We know that there have been many 
lives saved, even over the last couple of 
years through the use of that medica-
tion. We offer more resources to 
promptly identify and treat incarcer-
ated individuals suffering from addic-
tion disorders by collaborating with 
criminal justice stakeholders and, 
again, providing evidence-based treat-
ment. This revolving door in the crimi-
nal justice system of people who are 
drug users getting into prison, getting 
out again—and within 2 or 3 years over 
two-thirds of them are back in the sys-
tem—we are all paying for that. The 
communities are paying for it with in-
creased crime. The families are paying 
for it. The taxpayers are also paying 
for it—$25,000, $30,000 a year for incar-
cerating individuals, who, if you can 
get them into a drug treatment pro-
gram, in part through these drug 
courts, in part through other programs 
that are proven to work, they can then 
not just get over their addiction and 
not be committing crimes but become 
productive citizens and taxpayers 
themselves. 

We have seen this lap around the 
country. We have to be encouraging 
that and supporting that at the Fed-
eral level. I saw a model of this kind of 
approach when I visited the CompDrug 
treatment center recently in Colum-
bus, OH. I met with several nurses and 
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counselors who are there on the front 
lines in the battle against addiction. 
They used medication-assisted treat-
ment, but they also use a lot of coun-
seling to help men and women get on 
this path to recovery. So it is not just 
the medication, but it has to be a more 
comprehensive plan. They do this in 
both a public health capacity but also 
in connection with a prisoner reentry 
program. 

So, again, it is people coming out of 
the criminal justice system who have a 
history of addiction and to get them 
into this program so they can get not 
just the treatment they need to get 
over their addiction but the job train-
ing they also need to be able to get 
back into the workforce to become pro-
ductive citizens. 

We do not stop here in this legisla-
tion. If there is one thing I have 
learned over the last couple of decades 
working in this area, it is that the best 
solutions on this are not going to come 
from Washington. They are going to be 
developed at the grass roots, on the 
ground. 

What we can do is support those ef-
forts on the ground and provide States 
with more flexibility to be able to use 
these resources that are already com-
ing from Washington, so our legislation 
does that as well. 

Our bill offers States that are 
proactive at enacting proven policies 
the ability to benefit from support 
under State incentive grants. These 
grants will reward States such as Ohio 
that are improving access to drug- 
abuse services for specific at-risk indi-
viduals and that are working to reach 
100-percent compliance with programs 
such as the prescription drug moni-
toring program that tracks prescrip-
tion drugs. 

Some States such as Ohio—where we 
have a big prescription drug problem— 
there is also southern Ohio with ad-
joining States West Virginia and Ken-
tucky that have this issue and without 
a sufficient monitoring program. Some 
people are getting prescription drugs 
filled in Ohio and then going across the 
river to Kentucky and getting them 
filled. There is no way to monitor that 
without an effective program. We want 
to encourage all States to adopt this 
kind of a program so we know who is 
getting prescription drugs, who needs 
them and who is abusing the process. 

We also talk about this issue in the 
abstract. I have done that today talk-
ing about numbers—19,000 overdoses. 
But what does that mean? It is a 
shockingly high number. We some-
times forget that every one of those 
overdoses represents a person, a family 
member, someone who has hopes and 
dreams, someone who at some point 
made a mistake, and now that mistake 
threatens those dreams and often dev-
astates their family, as I have seen and 
I am sure you have seen. Sometimes it 
can even result in that person’s death. 
As we talk about overdoses this year, 
it will be the No. 1 cause of death in 
my State of Ohio. 

I want to share a couple stories brief-
ly before I close, people I have met in 
Ohio, people in communities in my 
State who are struggling with the 
weight of addiction. 

I recently met a guy about my age. 
His name is Paul. Paul came to a 
roundtable discussion and has been en-
gaged in this issue because his son died 
of a heroin overdose. He was 19 years 
old. He died of an overdose 2 days after 
getting out of rehab. Sadly, that is not 
an uncommon story. People go into 
rehab to turn their lives around and 
many are successful, but many aren’t. 
For some of them when they get out, 
the temptation is too great and unfor-
tunately their body no longer has the 
tolerance for the drug it once did and 
sometimes they overdose. His son was 
one of those. 

This man has been in a lot of pain, I 
could tell. He is still in a lot of pain. 
But where he has channeled his grief 
and his pain is helping others to over-
come addiction and to bring this dis-
cussion out of the dark, to talk about 
it. 

It is not a comfortable topic for a lot 
of people to talk about, but he has been 
willing to do it, to talk about his fam-
ily situation and talk about the fact 
that every family around the kitchen 
table ought to be talking about this 
subject. We ought to be talking about 
it in the classrooms. We ought to be 
sure that people understand the incred-
ible risk and danger our young people 
face today. 

Earlier this year I met a young 
woman named Sarah. Sarah has been 
struggling to overcome her own addic-
tion. She has been successful, and I ap-
plaud her. She told me: Addiction 
starts in treatment, ROB, but it also 
happens in the community. You have 
to have a surrounding that supports 
you and encourages you. 

She is fighting her own battle, but 
she is also doing something interesting 
at Ohio State University. She has 
started a student-led recovery pro-
gram, kind of a support network 
among students. 

Again, often this is in the shadows. 
She has been the one to step forward 
and say: Hey, I have an issue. I am a re-
covering addict, and I want other re-
covering addicts to come and join me 
and feel support so they don’t do what 
Paul’s son did. 

Then there is Bill. Bill is in recovery 
from a heroin addiction that he told 
me used to cost him $2,000 a week at its 
height. It cost him his freedom too. He 
ended up in prison. When he got out of 
prison, he was able to take advantage 
of some of these programs we talked 
about today, some of these prisoner re- 
entry programs and treatment options. 
Bill turned his life around. Interest-
ingly, he now works at the very correc-
tions facility where he once served. 

As he joked with me, he said: I used 
to be behind bars. Now I hold the keys 
to the cells and I am spreading a mes-
sage. 

I imagine he is a very credible 
spokesperson for that message. He is 

working with inmates to help build re-
lationships and re-entry programs, not 
just in the prison behind the walls, but 
also in his community in Canton, OH. 

He encourages employers to give peo-
ple a second chance, to give them a 
shot. His quote to me was: Don’t give 
them the keys to the safe on the first 
day, but give them a shot. It worked 
for me. It can work for others. 

This battle against addiction will not 
be an easy one, we know that, but we 
also know it is well worth the fight. We 
have to take the fight. 

When we see the number of overdoses 
drop, and we see statistics showing 
that fewer kids are using drugs and 
more people are breaking free of the 
addiction that once held them, we will 
know it paid off. It is not only about 
dollars and cents. Yes, we can save tax-
payer money, we can be sure that more 
people are productively employed, and 
that our society is more efficient and 
communities are safer, but ultimately 
this is about our young people and 
what kind of future they are going to 
have. 

It is about our children and our 
grandchildren. Will they have a better 
shot at their dream, a better shot at 
getting through school, getting an edu-
cation, a better shot at getting a de-
cent job and being able to hold it, and 
a better shot at being able to take care 
of their own families and having the 
dignity and self-respect that comes 
with that? That is ultimately what this 
legislation is about. 

I thank Senator WHITEHOUSE for join-
ing with me to craft this legislation. I 
also thank Senator LEAHY, who I un-
derstand has recently agreed to become 
an original cosponsor of this bill. 

I encourage other Members to take a 
look at it. It is a good way for us to 
come together as Republicans and 
Democrats to focus on an issue that is 
affecting every single State rep-
resented in this body. 

Sometimes people are in denial about 
this subject, but the reality is it affects 
all of us as Americans. 

By Mr. KAINE: 
S.J. Res. 44. A joint resolution to au-

thorize the use of United States Armed 
Forces against the Islamic State in 
Iraq and the Levant; to the Committee 
on Foreign Relations. 

Mr. KAINE. Mr. President, I am in-
troducing a resolution to provide Presi-
dent Obama with authority in the mul-
tinational mission to defeat the Is-
lamic State in Iraq and the Levant, 
ISIL, which is meant to reinforce the 
President’s strategy, as well as set key 
limitations that I hope will be included 
in final authorizing language for broad-
er Congressional consideration. 

President Obama laid out a strong 
case for the need to defeat ISIL, and 
asked for Congressional support for 
this effort. Now is the time for Con-
gress to act to support the President 
and reestablish balance between the 
Executive and Legislature on whether 
or not to engage in significant military 
action. 
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I was heartened when Foreign Rela-

tions Committee Chairman MENENDEZ 
answered the President’s call by saying 
the committee would soon craft au-
thorizing language for the U.S. mili-
tary mission. It is my hope that the 
proposal I am introducing today will 
help move the process forward on what 
a specific and narrow authorization for 
limited military action against ISIL 
should look like. 

This authorization is specific to ISIL 
and supports President Obama’s key 
pillars: a multinational effort to de-
grade and destroy ISIL, the use of nec-
essary and appropriate force in a cam-
paign of air strikes against ISIL in Iraq 
and Syria and the provision of military 
equipment to appropriately vetted 
forces in Iraq and Syria, including the 
Iraqi security forces, Kurdish fighters, 
and other legitimate, appropriately 
vetted, non-terrorist opposition groups 
in Syria. It also includes four key limi-
tations: no U.S. ground troops; repeal 
of the 2002 Iraq Authorization for Use 
of Military Force; sunset after 1 year; 
and narrow definition of associated 
forces. I have also included reporting 
requirements that require the Presi-
dent to update Congress on progress of 
the mission. 

I believe this authorization is needed 
for two reasons. First, we need to com-
ply with constitutional war powers 
provisions—Congress declares war and 
the President, as Commander-in-Chief, 
executes the mission. Second, and per-
haps more importantly, Congressional 
buy-in represents a core value of our 
Nation—that the political leadership is 
willing to do the hard work to reach 
consensus in support of our 
servicemembers. If Congress is not 
willing to do the hard work to debate 
and vote on an authorization, we 
should not be asking our 
servicemembers to go into harm’s way. 

f 

SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS 

SENATE RESOLUTION 551—RECOG-
NIZING SEPTEMBER 2014 AS ‘‘NA-
TIONAL CAMPUS SAFETY 
AWARENESS MONTH’’ AND SUP-
PORTING THE GOALS AND 
IDEALS OF NATIONAL CAMPUS 
SAFETY AWARENESS MONTH 

Mr. HELLER (for himself and Mr. 
GRASSLEY) submitted the following res-
olution; which was referred to the 
Committee on Health, Education, 
Labor, and Pensions: 

S. RES. 551 

Whereas people on college and university 
campuses are not immune from the potential 
acts of crime that the rest of society in the 
United States faces; 

Whereas men and women deserve to learn 
in a positive and safe environment free from 
sexual assault; 

Whereas experts estimate that 1 in 5 fe-
male undergraduate students will experience 
sexual assault or attempted sexual assault; 

Whereas the aggressor in a sexual assault 
is usually an acquaintance or friend of the 
victim; 

Whereas a majority of sexual assaults are 
not reported to law enforcement; 

Whereas the majority of stalking victims 
are between the ages of 18 and 24 years old; 

Whereas approximately 3 in 10 women are 
injured emotionally or psychologically from 
being stalked; 

Whereas the Clery Center for Security on 
Campus, a nonprofit group dedicated to pre-
venting violence, substance abuse, and other 
crimes on college and university campuses, 
has designated September as ‘‘National Cam-
pus Safety Awareness Month’’; and 

Whereas National Campus Safety Aware-
ness Month provides an opportunity for cam-
pus communities to become engaged in ef-
forts to improve campus safety: Now, there-
fore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) supports the goals and ideals of Na-

tional Campus Safety Awareness Month; and 
(2) encourages colleges and universities 

throughout the United States to provide 
campus safety and other crime awareness 
and prevention programs to students 
throughout the year. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 552—SUP-
PORTING LIGHTS ON AFTER-
SCHOOL, A NATIONAL CELEBRA-
TION OF AFTERSCHOOL PRO-
GRAMS HELD ON OCTOBER 23, 
2014 

Mrs. BOXER (for herself, Mrs. FEIN-
STEIN, Ms. COLLINS, Ms. LANDRIEU, Mr. 
COCHRAN, Mr. WHITEHOUSE, and Mr. 
JOHNSON of South Dakota) submitted 
the following resolution; which was 
considered and agreed to: 

S. RES. 552 

Whereas more than 28,000,000 children in 
the United States have parents who work 
outside the home and approximately 
15,100,000 children in the United States have 
no place to go after school; 

Whereas high-quality programs that ex-
pand learning opportunities for children, 
such as afterschool, before-school, summer, 
and expanded learning programs, provide 
safe, challenging, engaging, and fun learning 
experiences, including many that emphasize 
science, technology, engineering, and math, 
that help children and youth develop social, 
emotional, physical, cultural, and academic 
skills; 

Whereas high-quality afterschool programs 
and high-quality expanded learning pro-
grams provide students with hands-on, en-
gaging lessons that are aligned with the 
school day; 

Whereas high-quality afterschool programs 
complement regular and expanded school 
days, and support working families by ensur-
ing that the children of those families are 
safe and productive during the hours parents 
are working; 

Whereas high-quality afterschool programs 
engage families, schools, and diverse commu-
nity partners in advancing the well-being of 
children and youth in the United States; 

Whereas high-quality afterschool programs 
that partner with high-quality community- 
based organizations build stronger commu-
nities by integrating the school with the 
larger community; 

Whereas Lights On Afterschool, a national 
celebration of afterschool, before-school, 
summer, and expanded learning programs 
held on October 23, 2014, highlights the crit-
ical importance of these high-quality pro-
grams in the lives of children, their families, 
and their communities; and 

Whereas nearly 2 in 5 afterschool programs 
report that their budgets are in worse condi-

tion today than at the height of the reces-
sion in 2008, and more than 3 in 5 afterschool 
programs report that their level of funding is 
lower than it was 3 years ago, making it dif-
ficult for afterschool programs across the 
United States to keep their doors open and 
their lights on: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate supports Lights 
On Afterschool, a national celebration of 
afterschool programs held on October 23, 
2014. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 553—RECOG-
NIZING THE 250TH ANNIVERSARY 
OF THE HARTFORD COURANT 
NEWSPAPER 

Mr. MURPHY (for himself and Mr. 
BLUMENTHAL) submitted the following 
resolution; which was considered and 
agreed to: 

S. RES. 553 

Whereas the first edition of the Hartford 
Courant was printed on October 29, 1764; 

Whereas the Hartford Courant is the oldest 
continuously published newspaper in the 
United States; 

Whereas the Hartford Courant gave voice 
to a newfound yearning for freedom as the 
most circulated newspaper in the colonies 
during the throes of the Revolutionary War; 

Whereas the Hartford Courant dem-
onstrated leadership in actively supporting 
the presidential efforts of President Abra-
ham Lincoln and his attempts to end slavery 
during the Civil War; and 

Whereas the Hartford Courant is a 5-time 
finalist and 2-time winner of the Pulitzer 
Prize for journalistic excellence: Now, there-
fore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) recognizes the significant and positive 

impact of the Hartford Courant throughout 
the history of the United States; and 

(2) acknowledges the importance of a vi-
brant free press to democracy. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 554—RECOG-
NIZING THE MONTH OF OCTOBER 
2014 AS ‘‘NATIONAL PRINCIPALS 
MONTH’’ 

Mr. FRANKEN (for himself, Mr. 
HATCH, Mr. MARKEY, Mr. COCHRAN, Mr. 
BOOZMAN, and Mr. LEE) submitted the 
following resolution; which was consid-
ered and agreed to: 

S. RES. 554 

Whereas the National Association of Sec-
ondary School Principals and the National 
Association of Elementary School Principals 
have declared the month of October 2014 to 
be ‘‘National Principals Month’’; 

Whereas principals are educational vision-
aries, instructional and assessment leaders, 
disciplinarians, community builders, budget 
analysts, facilities managers, and adminis-
trators of legal and contractual obligations; 

Whereas principals work collaboratively 
with teachers and parents to develop and im-
plement a clear mission, high curriculum 
standards, and performance goals; 

Whereas principals create school environ-
ments that facilitate great teaching and 
learning and continuous school improve-
ment; 

Whereas the vision, actions, and dedication 
of principals provide the mobilizing force be-
hind any school reform effort; and 

Whereas the celebration of National Prin-
cipals Month would honor elementary 
school, middle school, and high school prin-
cipals, and recognize the importance of prin-
cipals in ensuring that every child has access 
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